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Religious coalition
calls for ouster of
CMHA board chair

Amold Barnett
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complaint, Barnett, who was appointed chai
months ago, said he resents the implications that he is
ist by some who disagree with his actions on the board.
“I'm not a racist as a member of the Board or in my personal
life” Barnett said. “I have supported African Am
munity through charitable causes and in other w
hest friends are African American leaders in the community.”
- In the complaint filed by atton ( ewman, CMHA is ac-
cused of diseriminating by it’s “work preference” system that requires
CMHA staff to sift through the waiting list to find employed people be-
fore offering vouchers to unemployed people. Newman says the “work
preference” system impedes housing opportunities for hundreds of
~ African American families on the Housing Choice Voucher waiting list,
which numbers abaut 10,000 applicants, 90 percent of whom are Black.
 “Housing discrimination based on race and racial separa-
tion in housing still continue in the Cincinnati area,” Newman
states in the complaint. “CMHA, through the efforts of its Board
of Commissioners and Chairperson Bamett in particular, is un-
dertaking policies and practices to restrict housing opportunities
of African Americans in violation of the Fair Housing Act”
See CMHA, continued on page B5







