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THE AMERICAN ISRAELITE

MARCC convention celebrates 25th anniversary

By Aaron London
Staff writer

The Metropolitan Area Re-
ligious Coalition of Cincinnati
(MARCC) recently marked its
25th anniversary at its 26th an-
nual convention, held at Plum
Street Temple. The evening in-
cluded a business meeting, re-
marks from outgoing president,
Rabbi Sam Joseph, and a key-
note address from Rabbi Bal-
four Brickner, director of inter-
faith activity at the Union of
American Hebrew Congrega-
tions.

Also on the program Wwere
reminiscences from former
MARCC: staffers and remarks
from the Rev. Roger Blan-
chard, the first president of
MARCC, and MARCCs first
executive director, Rev. C.
Joseph Sprague.

After a dinner meeting and
the introduction of new offic-
ers, the program moved to the
sanctuary at Plum Street.
MARCC’s first convention,

held in 1969, was also held at

Isaac M. Wise Temple, at the
former Reading Road and
North Crescent Road location.

Brickner, who gave the key-

note -address at the first
MARCC convention as well,
congratulated the coalition,
describing MARCC as “a hu-
manizing resource in places
growing callous, insensitive
and indifferent.”

In an age where “the lines are
blurring between social justice
and social service,” said Brick-
ner, MARCC “has made a dif-
ference in the life of this city.”

Brickner spoke movingly
about the need for churches
and synagogues to stay actively
involved in their communities.

Rabbi Balfour Bncker s
ing at Plum Street Temple

“Violence has become the pre-
ferred method of problem solv-
ing for too many Americans,”
he said. As a result, churches
and synagogues “are up to their
eyebrows” in social issues.
Brickner spoke about the
challenges and issues facing the
country. Moving from subject
to subject and issue to issue, he
recalled the November 1993
speech at Kean College in New
Jersey given by Louis Farrak-
han aide Khalid Abdul Mu-
hammed. Expressing his dis-
gust at Muhammed’s remarks
and the reaction from many in-
dividuals in the black and Jew-
ish communities, Brickner
characterized the incident as “a
strong reminder that whenever
the bitter virus of hatred breaks

_ out it can not be ignored.”

Brickner was particularly
concerned about the rise of
religious fundamentalism
throughout the world. “When
religion turns right,” he argued,
“it thinks and acts wrong.” Say-
ing that the religious right in
the United States teaches “sheer
lunacy,” Brickner urged the
audience to continue to work
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together through MARCC and
to resist the temptation to
squabble over religious issucs.
“We still face a massive charge
of the right brigade,” said
Brickner. “And we have a duty
to confront it.”

Brickner’s concern about the
future of the United States was
evident throughout his address
as he spoke about a struggle
“for the spirit of America and
for its soul.” He appealed to
members of the coalition “to
stay mobilized in the MARCCs
of America” to meet the chal-
lenges that lay ahead.

In his remarks, Blanchard
offered a simple characteriza-
tion of the importance of the
coalition for Cincinnati.
“MARCC (serves) as a channel
for churches and synagogues
seeking to work with communi-
ty action and social service
agencies,” he said. It is “the
most effective ecumenical, in-
terfaith structure we have.”

MARCC was formed in 1968
in the aftermath of rioting in
Cincinnati during the summer.
The coalition currently is com-
posed of 15 member judicato-
ries from area religious organi-
zations. Funding for the coali-
tion comes almost entirely
from the voluntary contribu-
tions of its member judicato-
ries.

During the convention cele-
brating its 25th anniversary,
many present and former
members of the coalition reit-
erated the organization’s motto
and purpose: “...to forgo the
luxury of separate ways when a
common path can be found.”

Rabbi Arthur Flicker, spir-
itual leader at Congregation
Ohav Shalom, will represent
the Jewish community on
MARCC’s executive board in

1994. Programs that MARCC
has highlighted for 1994 in-
clude children-at-risk and pub-
lic education.

For more information about
MARCC, call Duane Holm,

executive director at 721-4843.






